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No figure can be given of the fatal quantity, and death, which is
unusual, occurs in 1 to 2 days.
According to Roch the mortality is less than 2-5 per cent, so that but Morbid
few cases are seen at necropsy. The post-niortem findings are gastro- amto.my
intestinal irritation with haemorrhage into the gut due to small ulcers.
The heart is generally dilated.
In 1 to 3 hours after eating the fungus the patient is stricken with Symptoms
malaise followed by nausea, retching, and vomiting with great saliva-
tion, followed soon by profuse diarrhoea with watery choleraic stools.
The temperature is normal, the pulse slow and irregular, and respiration
accelerated with perhaps dyspnoea. The urine is scanty. The pupils are
contracted. Soon there appears a peculiar delirium, described by the
French as folie muscarinique, in which the patient is excited, cries out,
gesticulates, becomes very violent, and has to be restrained. In about
twelve hours this condition passes off and he becomes calm, the gastro-
intestinal condition subsides, and the patient passes into a condition of
stupor, from which he awakes a few hours later and is convalescent in
a few days. Death is unusual and may occur from exhaustion and from
paralysis of respiration.
After gastric lavage and the administration of castor oil, the use of Treatment
belladonna is advised, but, if the patient is very violent, morphine or a
barbiturate is advised instead. If there are signs of collapse, stimulants
will be required. In those cases in which the gastro-intestinal symptoms
are severe saline should be administered to replace loss of body fluid,
to promote elimination, and to restore renal function.
(ii) Severe irritant. Among the fungi which may be classified in this
group are Amanita phalloides (death cap, white or deadly amanita),
Amanita verna, Amanita citrina, the genus Volvaria, Pholiota autumnalis,
and Hygrophorus conicus.
Apart from the fact that there appears to be evidence that the toxic
agent is not alkaloidal, there is not any satisfactory evidence to indicate
the nature of the active principle. No indication can be given of the
fatal quantity; but consumption of such fungi in relatively small
quantities causes most severe symptoms and even death. Langeron
stated that illness from these fungi was characterized by a relatively Fatal period
long incubation-period of 10 to 12 hours, that the duration of the
malady was 3 to 6 days, and that death generally occurred in 3 to
10 days.
Severe gastro-enteritis is present, with haemorrhage into the intestinal Morbid
wall and swelling of the lymphatic tissue. There is intense fatty degenera- amtcmy
tion of the liver, even to the extent that is seen in phosphorus poisoning.
Fatty degeneration of the other organs, including heart, kidneys, and
muscles, has been described. The kidneys also are stated to show a
glomerulo-nephritis.
The illness begins with malaise, colicky abdominal pain, vomiting, Symptoms
and diarrhoea, which are violent and continuous. The vomit and the
motions contain blood and mucus. There is great thirst. The patient is